
February 2011 Newsletter 
 

WATTON RAMBLERS 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS   February-April 2011 

 

DATE VENUE/DESCRIPTION LEADER 
Saturday 5th 
February 9.30 
start 

Walk starts and finishes at Patmore 
Heath, so there is no need for car 
shuffling. 
  
I suggest non-diners take their own cars 
or make other arrangements. 
  
There are no stiles, but plenty of mud.  
  
I am suggesting that we eat at the Star at 
Standon on the way home at about 01.30 
pm (yet to be arranged). It would be 
helpful if you would let me know if you will 
be staying for lunch......George. 
 

George Marven 
01920 411 098 

Sunday 13th 
March 9.30 
start 

Long morning circular walk from 
Lemsford with pub lunch 

Bob Thurlow 01920 830 389 
 

Friday 1 April 
8.00pm 

A.G.M at the Community Centre  

Saturday 2 
April 9.30 

All day walk west of Stevenage Maurice Gordon 
01920426344 

Friday 8 April 
7.30 for 
8.00pm 

The committee felt that it was time to try 
somewhere different and The Bull 
Cottered appears very welcoming with 
good food so we hope that many of you 
will wish to join us - 7.30 for 8.00 p.m 
 
The cost will be £22.60 for a 3 course 
meal or £20.45 for 2 courses, both prices 
including a service charge. Drinks will be 
extra. 
 
Would you please let Ray  know by the 
end of February whether or not you wish 
to attend, by email:  
Full payment will be due by 25th March to 
Val or any member of the Committee. 
SEE MENU ON NEXT PAGE 
 

Organiser Ray Everett 
rayeverett.6@googlemail.com 
or phone 01920 830137. 



MENU – THE BULL COTTERED – 8 APRIL 2011 
 
 

Fresh tomato and basil soup 
 

Warm garlic, mushroom and feta salad 
 

Fried Brie on warm Port sauce with toasts 
 

Chicken liver pate and toasts 
 

***** 

 

Fillet of Salmon on a Parmesan risotto 

 

Steak and Stilton Pie 

 

Warm chicken Caesar Salad 

 

Wild mushroom risotto 

 

***** 

 

Apple and blackberry crumble 

 

Date cake and toffee sauce 

 

Chocolate truffle torte 
  

 

 

OTHER GROUP ACTIVITES 

From Linda Thurlow (this is a repeat announcement) 

 
After the successful ascent of Ben Nevis some of us felt that we would actually like 
to try and climb England's highest peak, which is Scafell Pike in the Lake District.  
We have set a date for this and this will be during the week of Saturday 9th July to 
Saturday 16th July 2011.  
Everyone is invited to join in, even if they do not wish to make the climb we do 
undertake other walks and generally have a good social time.  We will aim to have a 
meeting sometime in the New Year with those that are interested but it will be the 
same format as last year, i.e. travel and accommodation arrangements are down to 
the individual. Hope as many as possible will want to join us.  
  
 



And another one from Linda Thurlow (also a repeat announcement) 

Ireland Holiday  Tuesday 10th to Saturday 14th May 2011 

  

11 Walkers have booked to go to Cork on the above dates.  We have flights with 
Ryannair for £35.00 plus 15kg luggage at £30 flying out at 06.20.  Val, Ray and 
Antony are flying from Heathrow with Airlingus.  Hotel accommodation at Isaacs 
Hotel in Cork has been booked at approximately £110 per person bed and breakfast 
for four nights.  It is envisaged that we will also book car hire to get us from the 
airport and out and about on our walks.  If you wish to join us please contact me for 
further information.  Everyone welcome. 
 Linda Thurlow 01920 830389  lindathurlow1@hotmail.com  

Description of recent walks 

Saturday 1st January Beating the Bounds, led by Peter Aknai 

A satisfactorily large group of 20 walkers, set out on a grey and damp morning to 
circumnavigate the village on the traditional New Year’s Day walk.  The prior 
consumption of tasty mince pies and quantities of excellent mulled wine (courtesy of 
club members), seemed to lighten spirits and the 3.5-mile walk seemed to take no 
time at all.  We made our way along Perrywood Lane to the cottages, then turned 
towards Watkins Hall and back towards the Station where we parted from one or two 
walkers who were understandably keen to get back to their central heating.  The rest 
of the group continued round the field edge to Broomhall Farm, then to the bypass 
roundabout, and hence back to the (ex) Wagon and Horses where we took the field 
path to Mill Lane, and finished in the High Street. 

A link to pictures taken on the walk by Julie:  

Beating the Bounds 2011 Pictures by Julie 

Sunday 16th January Long Morning Walk led by Julie Rain 

On Sunday 16th Jan a nice sized group turned up for a long morning walk in the 
local area. 
We started from the usual place and set off to Mill Lane, walked over the 
Lamas, crossed the by-pass to walk along the valley. We then turned right to walk up 
the concrete path towards Gregories. We were stopped here by the land owner who 
asked us, politely, not to put his road on the map. He wasn't happy about us being 
there but let us continue. A bit further on past the bluebell wood, we saw a beautiful 
herd of deer, (30ish) as they ran across the field in front of us. 
We continued, crossing the Whempstead Rd, through the woods, round up 
and along to Bennington, down to Frogmore Hall, White Hall Farm and back to the 
George and Dragon. Some of the walkers went home and some of us stayed for 
lunch. 
The walk was approx 7.1/2 miles. 
Thank you to all those that took part, 
See you soon, 
Julie  
 

And here is a link to Julie’s pictures taken on the walk  
Julie's Benington Walk 16/1/11 
 



 

 

Once again ‘Thank you’ to the leaders of our recent walks 
 
About this newsletter 
 
The copy date for this newsletter is the 25th of each month. Please send all walk 
descriptions, announcements, changes in walk arrangements, changes in contact 
details, and general news-worthy items to Peter Aknai (peter.aknai@ntlworld.com or 
phone 01920 830 614).  Your comments or suggestions for improvements to this 
newsletter are also very welcome; please email or phone Peter as above. 
 
Walk leaders please note: If you change any walk details after the copy date, you will 
need to inform the membership directly.  
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